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ABSTRACT 

An interface between an automation host and a plurality of tools is 
used to perform a processing step. The interface includes a single 
communications and process behavioral connection interface to the 
automation host. The interface also includes a pliirality of virtual host 
interfaces. Each virtual host interface from the plurality of virtual host 
interfaces provides a communications and process behavioral interface to 
one of the tools in the plurality of tools. The automation host can control and 
coordinate operation of all tools in the plurality of tools via the single 
communications and process behavioral connection interface. 
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